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OFFICIAL CALL

Sixty-First Annual Session of the American Medical Associa-
tion at St. Louis, June 7-10, 1910

The sixty-first annual session of the American Medical Asso-
ciation will be held on Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday and
Friday, June 7, 8, 9 and 10, 1910, at St. Louis, Missouri.
The House of Delegates will convene at 10 a. m., Monday,

June 6. In the House, the representation of the various con-

stituent associations for the years 1910 to 1912, is as follows:
Alabama ....3 Louisiana ....2 Ohio ....7
Arizona ....1 Maine ....1 Oklahoma ....2
Arkansas ....2 Maryland ....2Oregon ....1
California ....3 Massachusetts

...

6 Pennsylvania .... 9
Colorado ....2 Michigan ....3 Philippine Islands 1
Connecticut ....2 Minnesota ....2 Rhode Island ... 1
Delaware ....1 Mississippi ....2 South Carolina .. 2
Dist. of Columbia 1 Missouri ....5 South Dakota ... 1
Florida ....1 Montana ....1 Tennessee ....3
Georgia. 2 Nebraska. 2 Texas. 5
Hawaii

. .

,. 1 Nevada. 1 Utah. 1
Idaho. 1 New Hampshire.

.

1 Vermont . 1
Illinois
.

9 New Jersey
.

3 Virginia. 3
Indiana. 4 New Mexico

....

1 Washington . 2
Iowa. 3 New York .11 West Virginia

...

2
Kansas. 2 North Carolina

. .

2 Wisconsin . 3
Kentucky . 4 North Dakota

...

1 Wyoming. 1
The twelve scientific Sections of the American Medical

Association, the Medical Department of the Army, the Med¬
ical Corps of the Navy, and the United States Public Health
and Marine-Hospital Service are entitled to one delegate each.
The General Meeting, which constitutes the opening exer¬

cises of the scientific functions of the Association, will be held
at 10:30 a. m., Tuesday, June 7.
The Registration Department will be open from 8:30 a. m.

until 5:30 p. m., on Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Thurs¬
day, June 6, 7, 8 and 9, and from 9 to 10 a. m. on Friday,
June 10. William C. Gorgas, President.
George H. Simmons, General Secretary.

THE ST. LOUIS SESSION
Railroad Rates and Special Trains—Further Announcement by

the Committee on Transportation
Since the last report of the Committee on Transportation

information has been received from the Southeastern Passen¬
ger Association, whose territory embraces states south of
the Ohio and the Potomac and east of the Mississippi rivers
that a fare of one and one-half cents a mile in each direction
will be granted, which is practically a rate of one and one-

half fares, the same as the other territories. The South¬
western Passenger Association has granted a rate of two cents
a mile in each direction from all points in this territory to
the eastern gateways.
In the trans-Missouri territory, which covers the states of

Kansas, Colorado, Nebraska. Utah, Wyoming, North Dakota
and South Dakota west of Missouri river, the regular tourist
rates to Missouri river stations added to one and one-half
fare rates from such stations to St. Louis and return will be
in force.
For the special trains from Chicago to St. Louis over the

Chicago-and Alton railroad reservations may now be made of
C. R. Davidson, assistant general passenger agent, Rector
Bldg., Monroe and Clark streets, Chicago.
For the special trains from Kansas City, reservations may

be made of W. H. Abel, assistant general passenger agent,
Junction Ticket Office, Ninth and Main streets, Kansas City,
Mo.
For the special train from Toledo, Ohio, application should

be sent to E. L. Browne, district passenger agent, Clover Leaf
Route, Toledo, Ohio.
For reservations over the New York Central lines from New

York and the east, apply to L. F. Vosburgh, general eastern
passenger agent, 1210 Broadway, New York.
For reservations over the Boston and Albany from Boston

apply to A. S. Hanson, Boston.
Reservations should be made as early as possible in order

that all may be accommodated.
M. L. Harris, Chairman.

Constipation and Allied Intestinal Disorders. By Arthur F.
Hertz, M.A., Assistant Physician, Physician in Charge of the Elec-
trical Department and Demonstrator of Morbid Anatomy at Guy's
Hospital. Cloth. Pp. 344, with 34 illustrations. Price, $4.
London : Oxford University Press, 1909.
This monograph is a full consideration of the subject, but

includes a great deal of original research by the author, the
preliminary account of which gained him the Radcliffe Prize at
Oxford University. He has devoted three years to research on
the physiology and pathology of movements of the alimentary
canal. These studies have been made by observing with the aid
of the x-ray the movement of test-meals made visible by the
admixture of bismuth salts. The book contains many diagrams
illustrating the results of such examinations.
The scope of the book will be comprehended when it is stated

that about 40 pages are devoted to the physiology of intes-
tinal movements and of defecation; more than 100 pages to
causes of constipation; 100 to symptoms and 80 to treatment.
In recent years many have believed that antiperistalsis

occurs, but Hertz has failed to see any evidence of it in his
numerous experiments and observations. He has seen a bis-
muth emulsion flow under a pressure of three feet of water
from the rectum to the cecum, making the whole colon visible.
"But the flow was produced solely by hydrostatic pressure."
Moreover, ¡»-ray observations show that there is very little
variation in the rate of passage through different parts of the
colon." The average times taken for a test meal are four and
one-half hours to the cecum, six and one-half hours to the
hepatic flexure, nine hours to the splenic flexure, and eleven
hours to the -commencement of the iliac colon. He finds that
the progress through the colon is exceedingly slow except as it
is stimulated by meals. Often no appreciable change could be
detected after an hour, but the feces advanced considerably
after a meal. Hertz confirms Cannon's statement that when
the ileum pours its contents into the emmpty cecum character¬
istic sounds are audible, but he does not agree that they are

produced rhythmically.
Owing to the comfort and health of many individuals who

defecate only at long intervals it is difficult to define constipa¬
tion exactly. Our author says that it is "a condition in which
none of the residue of a meal taken eight hours after defeca¬
tion is excreted within forty-eight hours." He divides all
eases into two principal classes: first, those in which food is
delayed in passing from the stomach to the pelvic colon;
second, those in which there is not complete evacuation of the
pelvic colon at proper intervals. In the first class passage
through the intestines is delayed while defecation is normal,
and in the second the reverse is true.

The first class he subdivides, first, into cases with deficient
motor activity which may be due to, (a) weak intestinal mus¬
cles, (b) deficient reflex activity of the intestines, (c) inhibi¬
tion of motor activity, and (d) enterospasm; second, into cases
due to excessive force required to carry feces to the pelvic colon
which may be due to, ( a ) obstruction by feces or foreign bodies
and (b) narrowing of intestinal lumen.
The second class, in which there is defective defecation he

subdivides into two groups, first, inefficient defecation from,
(a) habitual disregard of call to defecate, (b) weakness of
voluntary muscles, ( c ) unfavorable posture, ( d ) weakness of
reflex, and (e) a hysterical condition; second, obstacles to
efficient defecation from, (a) hard and bulky feces, (b) func¬
tional and organic stricture of rectum, (c) rectoceles, and (d)
invagination. He elaborates this subject interestingly and
fully and illustrates it with well-chosen cases.

Under the head of symptoms he discusses those produced by
constipation and provocative of it; as well as briefly some of
the diseases producing it. It is unnecessary to comment to any
extent on this portion of the book. The author does not
describe the dyspnea sometimes associated with constipation as
well as be might. He says also that albuminuria and cylin¬
druria occasionally result from constipation. Our observation
is that they often do.
His discussion of prophylaxis is excellent, although he adds

nothing to what is known. Moreover, what is said of treatment
can only be commended. The whole subject is thoroughly con¬

sidered; all the measures from suggestion tq surgery are de-
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